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Back to Spain...Ronald Koeman adjusts to his new surroundings in Valencia after leaving Eindhoven

88 /ORLD SOCCER

Koeman takes his chance

JUST TWO WEEKS after Henk Ten Cate left
Ajax for Chelsea, Ronald Koeman quit
another of Holland's top teams, champions
and leaders PSV, for Valencia. The former
national team defender had been on the
Spanish club’s wish list in the summer but
at the time he thought it would be better to
stay in Eindhoven. However, according to
Koeman, the situation changed when
Valencia fired Quique Sanchez Flores. “If
you get a chance in football you've got to
take it,” he said. So far, Koeman has never
seen out any of his coaching contracts.

A big reason for joining Valencia is that,
in theory, being in La Liga will give hima
better chance of fulfilling his long-term
goal, coaching former club Barcelona.

Assistant Jan Wouters took temporary
charge, but started badly with a 2-1 defeat
at Heerenveen, which allowed Ajax and
Feyenoord to leapfrog PSV in the table.

Another big figure bowed out when Jaap
Stam announced his retirement. The
35-year-old Ajax defender, who won 67
caps, appearing at a World Cup and three
European Championships, said he could no
longer cope with playing the game,
physically or mentally.

The highlight of Stam’s club career was
a three-year spell at Manchester United,
during which he won the Champions League
in 1999. However, he was forced to leave by
Alex Ferguson in 2001 after his
autobiography, Head To Head, revealed
United's dressing room secrets. Ferguson
later said he regretted his decision, terming
it the biggest mistake of his career.

Willem II's Dennis Van Wijk was the first
top-flight coach to get his marching orders
this season. Poor results were the main
reason but he was also clearly at odds with
some of the players. The final straw was a
2-1home defeat by lowly VVV Venlo, when
the fans called for Van Wijk and the board
to be sacked. One fan's frustration boiled
over as he punched defender Frank Van der
Struijk on the head. Assistant Andries
Jonker has been appointed caretaker.

National coach Marco Van Basten also
came in for abuse during Holland's 2-0
Euro 2008 qualifying win over Slovenia in
Eindhoven. He was booed by the fans, who
were mindful of the 1-0 defeat in Romania
four days before and unhappy about a
mediocre second-half performance against
the Slovenes. They also chanted the name
of Foppe De Haan, who has twice steered
the Under-21s to European Championship
triumph and dared to criticise Van Basten's
unstinting use of a 4-3-3 system.

Klaas-Jan Droppert
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AEK ATHENS' winning run since the start of the
league campaign was surprisingly brought to an
end at home by lowly Iraklis, 2-1, in the seventh
round. It was also the first time the leaders had
conceded a goal.

Emerson put the visitors ahead in the seventh
minute, and although Nikos Limberopoulos equalised
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AEK handed

truths

just before the half-hour, AEK just could not find a
second, despite creating many chances. They paid the
price when Rodrigo scored for Iraklis with eight
minutes remaining. “It was a good match with a bad
result,” said AEK coach Lorenzo Serra Ferrer. “l can't
remember a match when we had so many opportunities.”

Lou Economopoulos

Oh no, not again...Serra Ferrer can’t believe it as another AEK chance goes begging

MONTENEGRO

Petrovic pulls out

Buducnost coach Sasa Petrovic
resigned after his team lost 3-2 at home
to Grbalj to fall six points behind leaders
and arch-rivals Zeta. Former Buducnost
centre-forward Mojas Radonjic was
appointed caretaker and won his first
game in charge, 2-0 against Sutjeska.
Serb Branko Babic, formerly with OFK
Belgrade and Cukaricki Belgrade, was
set to sign as Petrovic’s long-term
replacement as we went to press.

The national team beat Estonia1-0
away in a friendly in October, the first
time they had kept a clean sheet in their
seven games since the country became
independent. In-form Roma striker
Mirko Vucinic scored to maintain his
goal-a-game record in four appearances.

Central midfielder Nikola Drincic, a
member of Serbia’s Under-21 side that
finished runners-up at the European
Championship in Holland, has opted to
play for Montenegro.

Vladimir Novak

CROATIA

Violence on the streets

As the police have cracked down on
hooliganism within stadiums, the
violence has spilled on to the streets,
with a number of incidents over

the past month.

Dinamo Zagreb's ultras, the
Bad Blue Boys, ambushed Hajduk
Split’s equivalent, Torcida, on a stretch
of the road that runs between their
respective cities; a masked gang
attacked a group of Bad Blue Boys in
Slavonija; and four Torcida members
attacked a bus carrying Cibalia fans on
their way home from Split.

Former Hajduk captain and forward
Frane Matosic has died at the age of 8S.
Matosic played for the club from 1935
until 1956, interrupted by one-year
spells at Bologna and BSK Belgrade.
He scored 149 league goals.

Zdravko Reic

BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA

Player hoycott goes on

A number of leading players have
continued to boycott the national team
as they seek changes in the way the
federation is run.

Coach Fuad Muzurovic did not call
up the rebels for previous matches in
the hope they would resolve to return of
their own accord. Then, when he
changed tack and invited the players to
come back for the latest Euro 2008
qualifiers, Emir Spahic, Zlatan
Bajramovic, Sasa Papac and Kenan
Hasagic all said no.

The boycott has undoubtedly been





